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IMPORTANCE OF THE GOSPEL MESSAGE. 


“ SenD men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; who shall tell 
thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.”—Aors 11 : 13, 14. 


THESE are the words of an angel from heaven to-Cornelius. 
Cornelius, we are told, “ was a devout man, one that feared God 
with all his house, and gave much alms to the people, and prayed 
to God always.” It was in answer to prayer that the heavens 
were opened unto him, and that he was favored with the remark- 
able vision referred to in the text. He saw an angel coming in 
to him and saying: “Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, 
whose surname is Peter; who shall tell thee words, whereby thou 
and all thy house shall be saved.” 

Cornelius was a Gentile, an officer in the Roman army, and 
Peter was aJew. The Jews were forbidden by their law to have 
intercourse. with the Gentiles, to eat with them, or to associate 


* A Sermon preached at the Ordination of Rev. Benjamin W. Pond, as Pastor of the 
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96 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


with them in any way. This prohibition continued in force till 
the passing away of the old dispensation, and the ushering in of 
_ the new, at the death of Christ. Accordingly, when our Saviour 
first sent out his disciples to preach, he told them not to go to the 
Samaritans and Gentiles, but to “ go to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” They could not at that time go to the Gentiles, 
in consistency with the injunctions of the Jewish law. But after 
the death and resurrection of Christ, when the vail of the temple 
had been rent in twain, and the old, restricted Jewish economy 
had passed away, his commission to his ministers was vastly ex- 
tended. They were no longer to confine their ministrations to 
the Jews, but were to “ go out into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature.” They were to publish the glad news 
of salvation to the ends of the earth. 

Still the Apostles seem not to have understood the full extent 
of their commission, and were not prepared at once to act upon 
it. They fondly lingered about Jerusalem ; or if they went to 
other places, they confined their ministrations to the Jews; and 
they needed a miraculous interposition to convince them that the 
middle wall of partition was broken down, and that the door of 
faith was opened to the Gentiles. And a miraculous interposi- 
tion was granted for this very purpose. While Peter tarried at 
Joppa, he saw a supernatural vision, thrice repeated, the import 
of which was, that fre was henceforth to consider nothing as com- 
mon or unclean, and that he must have no more scruples about 
preaching to the Gentiles. At the same time, or a little previous, 
an angel was sent to Cornelius, as before related, directing where 
to go, and for whom to inquire, that he might secure to himself 
and family the faithful preaching of the Gospel. 

In these high and wonderful transactions, in which heavenly 
beings were so deeply interested, we see, my friends, the exceed- 
ing value of the Gospel. It was of so much importance to Cor- 
nelius and his family to hear the Gospel, that an angel was sent 
from heaven to inform him where to obtain it. At the same time, 
the heavens were opened to the wondering Apostle, and he was 
directed in a supernatural vision where to go and to whom to 
preach it. 

But if it was of importance to Cornelius and his family to hear 
the Gospel, it is important for us. It is important for all people. 
The importance of Gospel abe. the importance to all men, 
every where, of hearing the faithful preaching of the Gospel, 
this is the subject of the present discourse. 

What, then, is the Gospel, and why is it of so much import- 
ance for men to hear it? Let us consider briefly each of these 
questions. 

The Gospel, my hearers, is something more than a system of 
philosophy, a collection of moral precepts, a book of instruction 


/ 





eres 











what, 














IMPORTANCE OF THE GOSPEL MESSAGE. 97 


as to our conduct in the present life. Some of the wiser heathen 
were renowned philosophers, and delivered excellent moral pre- 
cepts. This did Socrates and Plato and Seneca, and many 
others. But not one of these heathen philosophers ever preached 
the Gospel, or ever had, so far as we know, the remotest con- 
ception of the Gospel. 

The Gospel is an annunciation from God to the world of par- 
don and salvation through a Redeemer. I say it is an annuncia- 
tion of pardon and salvation. But this necessarily implies that 
those to whom it is announced are guilty and lost. How can any 
be pardoned who have no guilt ? And of what salvation do 
those stand in need who are not in a lost and ruined state? Ac- 
cordingly the Scriptures teach, and the faithful dispenser of the 
Gospel must proclaim that men in a state of nature have broken 
the law of God, and incurred its penalty ; that they are guilty 
and undone; that they lie at the mercy of their offended Sove- 
reign, and must be saved by mere mercy, or they are lost for- 
ever. 

And not only is the Gospel an annunciation of pardon; it ex- 
plains the method in which alone God can consistently bestow 
pardon. It brings into prominent view the great atoning sacrifice 
of Christ, by which the sins of men have been fully expiated, 
and through which “God can be just, and yet the justifier of 
him who believeth in Jesus.” 

But it was not enough for God to announce to the world that 
an atonement had been made, and that pardon and salvation were 
freely offered. It was not enough for him to repeat the offer, and 
urge it upon his sinful creatures with all the eloquence of motive. 
Their hearts were hard enough to resist every appliance of this 
nature, and their wills obstinate enough to go on in their wicked- 
ness, though in doing it they must trample under foot the blood of 
atonement, and trifle with and resist the warnings of heaven. 
It was necessary, therefore, unless all were to be given up for lost, 
that some further provision should be made. And the Gospel an- 
nounces that further provision is made. It announces the mission 
and ministration of the Spirit. In the Gospel,,God tells us that 
he has sent his Holy Spirit into the world to enlighten the dark 
minds of men; to awaken their consciences; to soften their 
hearts ; to subdue their wills; and lead them, in all humility, 
to accept the kind offer of mercy which is so freely made and so 
tenderly urged upon them. 

An atonement having been provided, on the ground of which 
God can consistently offer pardon to sinners, and the Spirit hav- 
ing come to bow their wills, and bring them to accept the gracious 
offer, the Gospel announces to lost and perishing men that all 
things are ready. It sounds forth to the world that the great 
work of preparation on the part of heaven is done, and calls out 
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to the guilty sons of men to draw near and accept of life. ‘“ Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.” “ The Spirit 
and the bride say, come; and let him that heareth, say, come; 
avd let him that is athirst come; and whosoever will let him 
come, and take the waters of life freely.” Such then in brief is 
the Gospel message; and I am now to show that it is of the 
_ importance that men, every where, should hear it and 
obey it. 

Ta showing this, 1 might insist on many things. I might tell 
you how much the Gospel does to enlighten the minds of men on 
ordinary subjects; how much to humanize their feelings, to 
soften their manners, and to render their social state more inter- 
esting and improving. No barbarous people in modern times 
have ever been civilized till they were first Christianized ; till 
they were brought under the softening influence of the Gospel. 

I might describe to you the salutary effects of the Gospel on 
states and nations, in forming and correcting public sentiment ; 
in promoting order and uprightness of conduct; in giving force 
to law and race crimes ; in preparing a people for the en- 
joyment of liberty, and laying the foundation of free institutions 
on an immovable basis. I might show you, what is fact, that 
there is not now a nation under heaven in the enjoyment of any 
considerable degree of rational liberty without the Gospel ; and 
that the failure of some recent efforts to establish free institutions 
was just because the people had not the light and the restraints 
of the Gospel. I might show you that the Gospel has made this 
nation what it is; and that if our religious institutions were de- 
stroyed, our civil institutions would not be long retained. I 
might dwell on considerations of this nature, and prove from them 
that the Gospel is worth vastly more than it cost, even in a civil 
point of view ; that no people can afford to do without it; and 
that our beloved New-England is more indebted to that Gospel 
which our Pilgrim Fathers brought with them to these shores 
than to all other causes combined. 

But I have not time to dilate on these minor though deeply 
interesting topics: more urgent considerations demand attention. 
The grand characteristic excellence of the Gospel is that suggest- 
ed in the text. It explains the only method of salvation to the 
lost. It opens and teaches the way and the only way in which 
guilty, ruined sinners can be pardoned and saved. This is what 
the angel said to Cornelius: ‘Send men to Joppa, and call for Si- 
mon, whose surname is Peter, who shall tell thee—” what? What 
shall he tell thee? Not mere maxims of human prudence, moral 

recepts, things which shall turn to your temporal advantage. 

0, not this. But, “he shall tell thee words, by which thou and 
all thy house shall be saved.” This was what the mind of the angel 
was chiefly intent upon; this was what the Lord of the angel 
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was mostly concerned for; not the mere temporal advantage of 
Cornelius and his family, but their salvation, their eternal salva- 
tion. And this is what I am chiefly concerned for, my friends, 
in addressing you, and in endeavoring to urge upon you the 
value of the Gospel. I am not indifferent to your temporal com- 
fort, and am sure, as I have already hinted, that the Gospel is 
every way conducive to your temporal welfare. It has “the pro- - 
mise of the life that now is as well as of that which is to come.” 
But suppose it were otherwise. Suppose the blessings of the 
Gospel were purely spiritual, and that in a temporal point of view 
it was a dead loss to those who possessed it, still, is not the soul 
worth more than the body? Are not the riches of heaven worth 
more than the fleeting treasures of earth? Is the salvation of 
our immortal souls and those of our families a matter to be com- 
puted in dollars and cents? Surely, if the Gospel explains the 
only method of salvation to the lost, if it points out the way and 
the only way in which sinners of our race “can ’scape from hell, 
and fly to heaven,” this consideration is alone sufficient to impress 
its importance upon every child of Adam. 
Suppose, my friends, that you were literally sick—very sick; 
that your physician had despaired of your recovery ; that the faces 
of your friends were beginning to gather paleness ; and that they 
were expecting in a few days to be called to give you the last 
look and the parting hand. Under these circumstances would 
not the offer of a remedy, an infallible remedy, be hailed by you 
as one of great importance ? and would not this be the crowning 
excellence of the offer, that it proposed a remedy by which your 
natural life might be spared ? ell, now, my friends, you are 
sick, and your children and families and neighbors are sick 
around you, and sick with a more dreadful disease than ever 
attacked the mere bodies of men. ‘‘ The whole head is sick, and 
the whole heart faint ;’ and you are drawing near to the gates, 
not of temporal dissolution, but of eternal destruction. And 
now the Gospel comes in with the news of a remedy—an infalli- 
ble remedy : ‘ There is balm in Gilead, and a Physician there.” 
Apply to him at once in faith and trust, and you shall be healed, 
restored, and live forever. Such, in this view, is the Gospel. 
And now is not this message important to you—important above 
every thing else, and important in this view particularly, that it ’ 
opens a way in which you may be saved? It brings to your ears 
the news of salvation—eternal salvation; and what object in the 
world around us can bear comparison with this? 
Or suppose that either of you was in prison, under a just sen- 
tence of death, and that the day of your execution was fixed, and 
there was no possibility of escape, and you had nothing in pros- 
pect but to be led forth in a little time and suffer the sentence of 
the law, and be made a public example. And suppose a messen- 
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ger of mercy should come into your cell and hold out to you a 
free and full pardon ; would not such an offer be greeted by you 
as one of great importance? Would it not be welcomed as life 
from the dead ? ut, my friends, dreadful as the thought may 
be, we are all under a just sentence of death ; and the day of our 
execution is fixed ; and there is no possibility of escape ; and 
(aside from the Gospel) we have no prospect of any thing better 
than to be made examples to the universe, of suffering the fearful 
penalty of God’s law, which is eternal death. And now it is the 
Gospel which brings to us the news of pardon. It is the Gospel 
which comes into our prison-house, and sounds in our despairing 
ears: “ Look unto me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth.” 
“ Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” And now 
who shall estimate the value of this Gospel? By what arithmetic 
shall its worth and importance be computed? When we can 
compute the worth of the undying soul ; when we can estimate, 
in round numbers, what it is worth to be ransomed from everlast- 
ing suffering, and be raised to the possession of unmingled and 
immortal joys—then shall we be able to form some conception of 
what the Gospel is worth to us, and of what it is worth to every 
sinner under heaven. 

The importance of the Gospel message may be shown in 
another way. I refer to the deep interest which heavenly beings 
have manifested in it, and the great sacrifices which they have 
made in preparing the way for its publication. 

We have reason to know that this mighty subject occupied the 
counsels of eternity. It was then that the mysterious covenant 
of redemption was formed. Then, “ ere sin was born, or Adam’s 
dust was fashioned to a man,” the “ busy thoughts” of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost ran on this wonderful subject, and the part which 
each of them was to perform in the work of man’s-redemption 
was assigned. And since the creation of the world, and the form- 
ation and fall of man, how much has been done by Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost to open the way for the publishing of the Gospel 
message ? The Father has given up his Son to death, and the 
Son has consented to give up himself to lay a foundation for the 
preaching of the Gospel. Holy men have been inspired, a reve- 
lation has been made, and miracles have been wrought, to attest 
its truth. Ordinances have been instituted, preachers have been 
commissioned and sent forth, the Holy Spirit has been pleased to 
work with them and by them, and angels have been their minis- 
tering servants. And now shall we suppose that heavenly beings 
are thus deeply interested and intently occupied with trifles? 
Would the Son of God come down and die, and the Holy Spirit 
descend to give efficacy to his blood, and holy angels become 
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ministering spirits, and all for trifles? Or, do we not see, in 
these high and wonderful transactions, in this long-continued and 
mighty work of preparation, that the Gospel is a matter of mea- 
sureless importance? So God views it certainly; and so it is- 
viewed by all the inhabitants of heaven. And so most certainly 
it ought to be viewed by men. Shall heavenly beings feel so 
much interest in the Gospel, and we neglect it? Shall they make 
such exertions and be at so much expense to provide a Gospel for 
us, and we trifle with it, and tread it under foot? No, my friends, 
we ought not, must not be so ungrateful and unwise. This world 
is (what inspiration has declared it to be) a vanity; riches are 
trash, and honor is a bubble, and pleasure is a delusive phantom ; 
in the pursuit of which thousands after thousands have sunk 
down to eternal pain. But the Gospel, the glorious Gospel of the 
blessed God, which brings to our ears the news of pardon, and 
opens to us the portals of immortal life, to provide which the Son 
of God poured out his blood, and to apply which the Spirit of 
God is now operating* in the earth—this is a vast concern indeed. 
This is a subject which will bear looking at, and thinking of in 
our soberest moments ; and the more it is examined, the more it 
will seem to rise in greatness, in interest, and in worth, above 
every other subject which can occupy the mind of man. 

The discourse will be concluded with some reflections. And, 
first, we see, from the inestimable value of the Gospel, that the 
preaching of it must be a noble, as well as a-most responsible em- 
ployment. ‘To be an ambassador from God to men, and that too 
on such an errand—an errand involving, not the disposal of 
crowns and kingdoms, but the salvation of immortal souls—what 
employment on the face of the earth, within the reach of human 
capacities and powers, can bear comparison with this? 

And so the matter has been viewed by some of the best and 
wisest men that have ever lived. They have chosen this employ- 
ment above every other ; they have gone into it with their whole 
hearts ; and would not be diverted from it by more attractive 
pursuits, or driven from it by danger or by death. And now 
does any doubt the wisdom of such men? Are any disposed to 
call them enthusiasts, and look upon them with pity, if not con- 
tempt? Then let us stop a moment and see who some of them 
were. ‘There was the Apostle Paul ; what are we to think of him? 
Was not he a great and wise and good man? Was not he capa- 
ble of looking carefully at subjects which came before him, of es- 
timating them according to their true, relative importance, and of 
forming just conclusions respecting them? Yet Paul was a most 
devoted, indefatigable, self-sacrificing preacher of the Gospel. He 
spurned the most flattering worldly dutivahiots, and devoted all 
his energies and wore out his life in publishing salvation to 
his fellow-men. And was not Luther a great and wise man? 
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Who has given better evidence of true greatness than he? And 
to whom is the world under more enduring obligations than to 
this dauntless, uncompromising preacher of the Gospel? And 
were not Whitefield, and Edwards, and Bellamy, and Brainerd, 
and Dwight, and a great many others which might be named, 
both in our own country and in foreign lands, who wore out their 
lives in the service of the Gospel, great and wise and good men? 
These men are not to be regarded as amiable enthusiasts who 
appa their days in laborious trifling. They did not confess on 
their death-beds (as a certain baptized philosopher is reported to 
have done) that they had “wasted their lives in laboriously do- 
ing nothing.” But they saw and felt in every fiber of their being 
the exceeding value and importance of the Gospel. They were 
in close sympathy on this subject with heavenly minds—with Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, with holy angels, and the spirits of 
just men made perfect. They saw the Gospel in the magnitude 
of its object and. the urgency of its claims. They saw this great 
subject towering above every other, and casting every other into 
shade. This, my hearers, was the reason why such men as 
have been named were willing to devote themselves to the service 
of God in the Gospel of his Son. This is the memorial of true 
greatness which they have left behind them; and verily their 
memorial shall endure. Their witness is in heaven, their record 
is on high, and they shall be held in everlasting remembrance 
when the names of the illustrious wicked shall rot. 

We see, secondly, from what has been said, the wisdom of the ~ 
venerated fathers of New-England in coming to this country with 
the Gospel and for the sake of the Gospel. New-England was 
not settled like some of the southern parts of this gieat continent, 
in a spirit of commercial enterprise, or by adventurers in search 
of gold; but by learned, wise, and holy meu, who sought an asy- 
lum for their consciences, and a spiritual asylum for their children. 
Accordingly, they brought their Bibles and their preachers with 
them, and made provision at the outset for the establishment of the 
Gospel. And as their settlements were extended, the institutions 
of the Gospel were uniformly extended with them. No sooner 
were the trees felled in any place, and the log-cabin erected, than 
a temple began to rise for the service of the Gospel—a rude one 
‘edend, but one in which the Spirit of God was pleased to dwell, 
and to shed down his blessings. Our forefathers no more thought 
that they could live without the Gospel than that they could live 
without their daiiy bread. They regarded both alike, and made 
provision for both as among the absolute necessaries of life. And 
we, my friends, are now enjoying the fruits of their wisdom. We 
may laugh, if we please, at some of their peculiarities, but I re- 
peat, we are enjoying the fruits of their wisdom. 

I do not say that our fathers made no mistakes. I do not say 
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that they did nothing which in the progress of more than two cen- 
turies their descendants have found reason to regret. But I do say 
that they were wise and holy men ; and that they gave full proof of 
their wisdom in their high regard for the institutions of the Gospel. 
And I further say, that had they sustained a different character, 
and pursued a different course in this respect, New-England never 
could have been what it now is. Our hills and vales, instead of 
being covered, as they now are, with an enlightened, free, and 
happy people, must have been the abode of darkness, supersti- 
tion, oppression, and misery ; and we (if we had lived at all) 
must have been what the Mexicans and Central and South-Amer- 
icans now are—ignorant, debased, convulsed, enslaved. 

It follows, thirdly, from what has been said, that those among 
us best imitate the example of their forefathers, and give the 
most convincing proofs of wisdom, who are willing to make all 
needful exertions and sacrifices to secure to themselves and their 
families the blessings of the Gospel. There are some, I know, 
who judge differently; who greatly undervalue the Gospel, pay 
no attention to it, feel no interest in it, and do little or nothing to 
secure its blessings either for themselves or others. But such per- 
sons have mistaken both their country and their age. They had 
better have lived in any period of the world than this, and in any 
part of it rather than that which is blessed with the example and 
watered with the tears and prayers of the pious Pilgrims. If the 
Gospel is what it has been described to be in this discourse; if 
it announces the only method of salvation to the lost ; if it opens 
the only path from these apostate regions to the heavenly man- 
sions ; then what are worldly gains and treasures—yea, what 
would be the entire globe itself, compared with the Gospel? Our- 
selves and our families have bodily necessities, temporal wants, 
and it is important that these should be comfortably-supplied ; and 
the Gospel, as I have shown, is no hindrance or discouragement 
to such asupply. On the contrary, it demands it. We must, so 
far as we are able, provide for ourselves and for those under our 
immediate care. But suppose, my friends, that we were placed 
in circumstances where the interests of the body or the soul, of 
this world or the next, must necessarily suffer; or, to make the 
case a more probable one, suppose we were placed in circumstances 
where, if we made suitable provision for our spiritual wants and 
those of our families, we must, on that account, secure somewhat 
less of the comforts of the present life. In these circumstances, 
we know what the example of our ancestors would teach us, and 
what the spirit of the Gospel would teach us. But Ido not now 
appeal to these. I ask, what would be the dictate of true wisdom— 
that wisdom which looks at things as they are, and estimates them 
according to their real value? Which is worth most, I ask again, 
the body or the soul, the interests of time or those of eternity? 
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Which would you prefer for yourselves—a few dollars more or less 
of worldly estate, or the institutions of the Gospel—the means of 
salvation > And which would you prefer to leave to your child- 
ren—a somewhat larger amount of worldly interest, or the glori- 
ous Gospel of the Saviour—that Gospel which will teach them 
how to live, and how to die, and how to secure everlasting bless- 
edness beyond the grave? 

To propose such questions as these and to such an audience is in 
effect to answer them. For I am not now addressing atheists and 
infidels who deny that there is a God, or a soul, or a heaven, or a 
hell, and who dream that death is an eternal sleep. But I am ad- 
dressing Christians who have the Bible and have read it; who 
believe that we are to exist forever, and that the Gospel unfolds 
the only method of salvation for the lost ; and surely it is not for 
us to place the interests of time in competition with the Gospel : 
no, not fora moment. Let the infidel and scoffer deride if they 
will ; we know that heaven is worth more than earth ; and that 
it is infinitely better to lay up treasure there than here. We 
know that it is more important to make provision for the soul’s 
necessities than for those of the body; to feed the soul with 
angels’ food, and dress it in a meetness for the society of the blest, 
than to pamper and adorn a mortal body which is so soon to 
molder and perish in the earth. And 

“ Should all the forms that men devise 
Assault our faith with treacherous art, 
We'd call them vanity and lies, 
And bind the Gospel to our heart.” 

In conclusion, you will allow us to express the satisfaction 
which we feel in the proofs here exhibited before our eyes of the 
value which this people—the members of this church and congre- 
gation—have learned to place upon the institutions of the Gospel. 
You have been laudably eagaged during the year past in repair- 
ing, adorning, and beautifying this house of worship, that you may 
with the more convenience and comfort assemble here from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath, and unitedly worship the God of your fathers, 
and listen to the instructions of his word. You have also invited 
a young brother from a neighboring State to become your pastor 
and teacher ; have made provision for his maintenance ; and we 
are here to-day to set him apart for this important purpose. May 
the Lord assist you, brethren and friends, in these great undertak- 
ings, and bless you in them, and here shed upon you the rich effu- 
sions of his grace. Our prayer for you is, that the glorious Gos- 
pel of the blessed God, about which so much has been said in this 
discourse, may be faithfully preached here by your new pastor ; 
that it may be listened to by deeply interested congregations ; 
and that here may often be witnessed the falling tear of the peni- 
tent, the sighing of the spiritual mourner, and the rejoicings 
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of the new-born soul. Our prayer is, that in this place there may 
be frequent and high transactions between heaven and earth; souls 
giving themselves up to God, and God receiving them to his 
bosom and his love; souls returning from the ways of sin, and 
the heavens rejoicing over their conversion. Our prayer is, that 
resolutions may be formed here, and changes wrought, and actions 
done, which will be a source of high satisfaction when the heavens 
and the earth shall be no more; and that in the great decisive 
day, when the jewels of the Lord are made up, it may be found 
recorded, that this man, that, and the other, were born to glory 
here. 

But in order that these blessed results may be realized, you 
must not satisfy yourselves, my dear friends, with merely having 
prepared a house to the honor of your God, and settled a pastor 
over you. All this is very well as far as it goes—very well in- 
deed ; but this alone is not enough. This house must be resorted 
to from Sabbath to Sabbath ; these seats must be filled with 
solemn and attentive worshipers; and you must each of you 
strive, with a determined purpose, to secure to your souls a saving 
and abiding interest in the Goapeh This last, you are aware, is 
the most important point of all: it is that for which all the pre- 
vious points have been taken, and toward which they look ; and 
to fail of this, will be to practice upon your souls a gross and fatal 
deception. Who among you would provide an entertainment, 
and pay for it, and then never taste of it? And who can be will- 
ing, after having provided for others the means of salvation, to 
go down to perdition himself? No, my hearers, you must all be- 
come personally and savingly interested in the Gospel. You 
must love and embrace it, each one for himself. You must taste 
its excellence and feel its power. You must live and act under 
its influence. Then you will know how to prize it. Then may 
you rejoice in its blessings in this world and forever. 

And now, my friends, I have but one word more. If we have 
been made personally partakers of the blessings of the Gospel, 
we shall certainly feel desirous to diffuse them. For the spirit of 
the Gospel is not a spirit of monopoly. The true Christian does 
not wish to hoard up the blessings he has received, and keep them 
away from others. On the contrary, he wishes to pour them out 
on the heads of all around him. When Andrew had become a 


- follower of Christ, he found his brother Simeon, and persuaded 


him to follow also; and when Philip had been called, he invited 
Nathaniel to be a partaker of the same blessing. And this is the 
spirit of the Gospel now. It prompts all those who possess it to 
diffuse it, to spread it, to preach it, or cause it to be preached to 
the utmost extent of their means and influence. 

May we, my beloved hearers, exhibit this evidence that we pos- 
sess the true spirit of the Gospel. The world around us lieth in 
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wickedness. Vast portions of it are covered with darkness, and 
filled with wickedness, and strewed with the corpses of the spiritu- 
ally dead. ‘ The Gospel bids these dead revive;” and this Gospel 
we have in our hands. And how can we satisfy ourselves t 
we have a spark of true benevolence if we do not feel impelled 
to shed around us the light of the Gospel, as far as our means and 
influence extend, that so the blind may see, and the deaf hear, 
and the spiritually dead may, through our instrumentality, awake 
to life and live forever? 





SERMON VIII* 


—— 


BY REV. JOEL HAWES, D.D., 


PASTOR OF THE FIRST CHURCH IN HARTFORD. 





DECAY OF POWER IN THE PULPIT: ITS CAUSES AND REMEDIES. 


“ PREACH the word.”—2 Tim. 4: 2. 
“But the word preached did not profit them that heard it.”—Hsrews 4 : 2. 


Ir was remarked a few years since by the distinguished Professor 
who now occupies the Theological chair at Andover, that the 
effectiveness of the pulpit, in comparison with other efficiencies, has 
declined among us to an alarming extent, within the last fifty 
years. The same is the opinion of many others, as I know, who 
are well qualified to judge in the case. The complaint is exten- 
sively made, that the pulpit has not the power it once had, that 
preaching is less effective, and is heard with diminished interest 
and profit by the people. If this is true, and I believe it is to an 
extent which may well awaken apprehension, then it is an inquiry 
of deep interest, both to ministers and churches, what are the 
causes of this falling off of power in the pulpit, and what are the 
remedies. And this brings me to the subject of my discourse — 
the causes and the remedies of the comparative ineffectiveness of 
preaching at the present day. I assume that such ineffectiveness, 


* Preached at the ordination of Professor Timothy Dwight to the work of the Christ- 
ian Ministry, in the Center Church in New-Haven, September 15, 1861. 

Certain references and remarks in the following pages will be readily explained b 
the fact, that the ordination services, on occasion of which this discourse was delivered. 
were held in connection with the ceremony of inducting into office four recently elected 
Professors in the Theological Department of Yale College. 
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such decay of power in the pulpit is a fact. My object is to 
account for it, and to show how it is to be remedied. The subject 

bearing directly on the character and training of the ministry, I 

deem entirely appropriate to the occasion on which we are met; 

and though | little hope to do it any thing like justice in the brief 
time allotted to this service, I trust I sha]l be able to suggest some 

thoughts in relation to it of a practical and profitable character. 

May God guide this discussion and bless the result. 

What then are the causes of the diminished power of the pulpit, 
so generally complained of, as compared with what it formerly 
was, say thirty or fifty years ago? They may, I think, be em- 
braced in two classes—such as relate to the character of the minis- 
try, and such as relate to the state of the people. I shall consider 
both in their order. 

In pointing out the causes of the diminished power of the pul- 
pit, we may not say that the former days were better than these, 
nor that the nature of man is changed, nor that the truth of God 
has grown old, or has lost its power to impress and move the 
mind. No; if the times in which we live are in some respects 
more degenerate than formerly, they are in other respects more 
elevated and improved ; human nature is the same; its wants the 
same, and the truths of God’s word retain all their power and 
adaptedness to meet those wants and save the soul. n 

or is it to be said that the ministry of the present day is less 
characterized by talent and learning than formerly. On the con- 
trary, it must be admitted, that in point of scholarship and general 
attainment, it is much in advance of what it was during the latter 
part of the last and the first part of the present century. This 
certainly must be inferred, if we may judge from the length of 
time spent in preparation for the ministry, which is nearly or quite 
double, and often quadruple, what it was in the days of our 
fathers; while the means of education and range of study are 
greater well nigh beyond comparison. Still the pulpit, it is 
claimed, has less power over the popular mind, is less appreciated 
and productive of fewer and less marked spiritual results. Would 
it be thought invidious or wrong, if, in accounting for this, I were 
to suggest that there is less devoted, self-denying piety in the pul- 
pit than formerly? I would speak cautiously and with diffidence 
on this point. Disses well that a true, living piety may manifest 
itself in different forms, and we are very liable to fall into mistake 
when we test the piety of one age by exactly the same standard 
as we do that of another. Still, judging from what I have seen 
and heard and read, I can not avoid the impression, that the min- 
istry of the present day, taken as a whole, will hardly bear com- 
parison on the score of deep, earnest piety with what it formerly 
was. Its piety is more in the pulpit than in the closet, more 
abroad under the public eye than in communion with God and 
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eternal things. Has it as much simplicity and earnestness and 
love of souls as formerly ; as much of that which makes its pos- 
sessor love the conference and prayer-meeting, and the family 
visit, and which sends him forth in his pastoral walks to seek and 
save the lost as Jesus did? If this fact be as here intimated, it ig 
no more than might be expected from the common process of pre- 
paration for the ministry. Formerly, a young man, looking to 
the sacred office, was fitted for college in the family of a pastor, 
and when he was graduated, he studied theology in the family of 
a pastor, and thus, in the whole process of his training, he was in 
a situation eminently favorable for growth in piety, and for culti- 
vating an experimental acquaintance with the spirit and design of 
the sacred work for which he was preparing. How different from 
this is tke modern mode of preparatiun for the ministry! From 
eight to ten years or more are spent, first in an academy or high 
school, then in college, and finally in a theological seminary, and 
all this time the youthful candidate is kept under a constant pres- 
sure of classical studies, of intellectual gymnastics and strife for 
the mastery ; and if by this process his piety be not wholly exsic- 
cated, chilled, and dwarfed, so as never after to recover its tone 
and vigor, it must be owing to other and better influences than 
any he is likely to feel while passing through the ordeal of his 
preparatory training. 

Let it not be thought that I undervalue theological seminaries, 
or a high standard of classical attainment. I speak simply of the 
present mode of preparing for the ministry as tending to cultivate 
+he intellect rather hen the heart, to raise the standard of scholar- 
ship at the expense of piety, of humble, earnest, self-devoted god- 
liness ; and just so far as this is the case, it operates to diminish 
the power of the pulpit; to make preaching literary and scholar- 
like, rather than evangelical and searching; to fit it for a display 
of talent and learning rather than for a direct and faithful com- 
mending of God’s truth to the heart and conscience. And is it 
not just here that we find a cause, if not a principal cause of the 
ineffectiveness of much of the preaching in our day? Does it not 
savor more of the school of Gamaliel than of Christ, more of high 
literary culture than of a deep, mellow-toned piety, figuring more 
in that excellency of speech and of wisdom, which Paul abjured 
when he went to preach the Gospel at Corinth, than in those ele- 
ments of the doctrine of Christ crucified, which he determined to 
make the burden of his ministry? The pulpit is, no doubt, more 
learned and tasteful and accomplished than formerly ; but is it not 
less bold, direct, and home in its dealings with the souls of men? 
Its topics are more multiform and varied, but are they not less 
fraught with evangelical truth and doctrine; discussed more ele- 
gantly, but less impressively; in a style more elaborate. and 
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finished, but less suited to reach the conscience, and stir the deep 
springs of feeling and action in the inner man? 

Instead of coming right out in the strength of God, with the 
naked sword of the Spirit to do battle with sin and error, it is too 
common for the preaching of our day to study to be ingenious, 
original, elegant ; to make literary sermons, great sermons, popular 
sermons, as one says. ‘To this end, instead of confining itself with- 
in its proper commission, that of delivering God’s message in God’s 
way, it ranges abroad over creation to find novel and strange sub- 
jects; and then it seeks to handle them in a new and original way; 
decking them out in tropes and figures, and all fine things; just 
suited to make the whole exhibition elegant and popular, it may 
be, but utterly ineffective and powerless as to all spiritual impres- 
sion. Preaching, it seems to me, often fails of effect. because it 
does not aim at effect. It stops in itself; or is satisfied with doing 
its task ; with making a sermon and delivering it without aiming 
so to construct, to point and push it home, as to make it felt by 
the hearer. It is not enough addressed to man as.man, to man in 
his every-day walks and wants, as related to God and eternity. 
It has not enough of the lawyer-like element in it, which having 
stated its case to the jury, bends all its energies to get it. It is 
too abstract, too artificial, too much in the form of an essay or 
dissertation, stopping with the proof, but not applying what has 
been proved. ‘This is like preparing a medicine without adminis- 
tering it; or like planting a battery and fixing the guns, and then 
spiking them lest by letting them off they should do execution in 
the ranks of the enemy. } 

There is too a tendency in the pulpits of our day to cover over 
or dilute the truth of God; to soften and bring it down from its 
high, unbending demands, and so to mix it ss with other things 
as to keep its point and edge out of sight. It may still be the 
sword of the Spirit, but it is the sword so muffled up and decked 
out with flowers and ribbons, as no longer to show what it is, or 
for what purpose it is to be used. This is done often from the 
very laudable desire to avoid giving offense, or to conciliate the 
favor of hearers and gratify their taste. But it is a miserable way 
to deal thus with God’s truth. That was revealed to be known 
and felt; and it is the preacher’s business to make it known and 
felt, to hold it up before the mind with all possible clearness and 
force; and there is no surer method to weaken and make it power- 
less, than to disguise and wrap it up in soft, deceptive words, lest 
it should press too heavily on the conscience, or pierce too deeply 
the impenitent, careless heart. 

But not to dwell longer on these lesser, though really important 
matters, let us come at once to what is believed by many to be a 
chief cause of the diminished power of the pulpit — itis dropping 
from its inculeations the great distinguishing doctrines of grace; 
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not stating, explaining, proving, and applying them as themes for 
sermons, but substituting for them essays and speculations about 
matters and things in general; giving them a religious turn, but 
not aiming to break up the fallow ground of the hard, unre: 
generated heart by bringing to bear upon it the distinctive, search- 
ing, saving truths of the Gospel. Without admitting this to be 
true to the extent to which some carry it, it must be acknowledged 
that there is a tendency in this direction in the pulpit of the pre- 
sent day. The doctrines in question are not popular. The dis- 
cussion of them is accounted dry aid duli. The demand is for 
something more exciting, more entertaining and tasteful; and the 
modern pulpit is too much inclined to fall in with this demand ; 
to discuss literary and ethical questions, questions of social and 
moral reform, or other matters of curious and novel character, in- 
stead of bringing forward and giving prominency to the old, and 
as some would say, worn-out doctrines of depravity, regeneration, 
sovereignty, election, justification, together with the character and 
work of a crucified, atoning Christ, as the great central point of 
all gospel truth. It is rather rare, I think, that the people hear a 
thorough-going, out-and-out discussion and application of these 
and other kindred doctrines from the pulpit, such as the people 
were wont to hear from the preaching of Dwight, Beecher, T'ay- 
lor, Nettleton, and others of their school. They are too much 
taken for granted, are slidden over in an easy, superficial manner, 
as if they were well understood, or were of little importance; 
while other things, smoother, more ingenious and more pleasing 
to the popular taste, are made to occupy their place. This, I fear, 
is‘too true of much of our modern preaching, and just so far as it 
is true, it deprives that preaching of its vitality and power. 

The doctrines of grace, as they are very properly called, are the 
true elements of power in the pulpit; that power lies in them and 
grows out of them, and no preaching can last long or be truly ef- 
fective in awakening or saving men which ignores these doctrines, 
or allows them only an occasional or secondary place in its minis- 
trations. The only way to meet the souls of men effectively, is 
with God’s truth, and the pulpit would be powerless though filled 
by an angel, if he substituted for that truth speculations and 
fancies of his own. ' 

The causes now mentioned relate to the pulpit, and account in 
part, at least, for its comparative ineffectiveness. Let.us pass to 
consider : 


II. What causes there are in the state of the people, the public 
mind, —t to produce the same result. The pulpit in this 
country never had to contend with such numerous and powerful 
counteracting influences as at the present day. It is not respected 
now as it once was. It does not so much stand alone as the 
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medium of instruction and communication with the people. It is 
brought more into contact and competition with various popular 
influences which did not exist in former times as they now do; 
such as the periodical press, the popular lecture, and the countless 
publications, good and bad, which engross the attention and form 
the sentiments of the people. The whole community is in a very 
different state from what it was fifty or seventy-five years ago. 
There is a vast deal more of instability, and excitement, and 
clashing of opinions, and warring of interests. The habits of 
feeling, thinking, and acting on all subjects have undergone a great 
change, in some respects favorable, but in other respects decidedly 
unfavorable to the spirit and influence of the Gospel. 

If men feel, think, and act more intense] wii earnestly than 
they once did, it is also true that a shenapial: things operate now 
to make them think, feel, and act wrong, which had no existence 
formerly. If they boast of more freedom of thought and inquiry 
as characteristic of the age, this, it can not be doubted, is often 
carried so far as to cherish in the bosom a deceitful feeling of free- 
dom from God and responsibility to him as the Ruler and Judge 
of the world. If they abound in worldly riches and luxury and 
refinement, and whatever ministers to the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eye and the pride of life, it is certain that there lurks 
in these very things a subtle, powerful influence to make them 
cast off the fear of God, despise his Gospel, and render the means 
of grace of no profit to them. 

But this view of our subject is too general. Let us descend to 
a few particulars, 

1. There is, at the present time, in the community, and it has 
long been growing, a wide-spread and profound insensibility to 
eternal things. God is not feared as he once was, nor his authori- 
ty cared for, nor his threatenings heeded. The scenes of eternity 
are sadly cast out of sight, or at least seem in a great measure to 
have lost their power to impress and move the sensibilities of the 
inner man. hen I hear what impressions were often made by 
the preaching of such men as Edwards, Whitefield, Davies, Bella- 
my, Dwight, Mason, Strong, and others of the last generation, I 
am led very seriously to doubt whether the same preaching by 
the same men would produce any thing like the same impressions 
at the present day. If I am asked, why? I answer, it is in part 
because of a diminished sensibility to divine things, because of the 
decay or absence of a state of mind susceptible of being duly af- 
fected by the great truths relating to God, the soul, and eternity. 
But this very insensibility is an effect to be accounted for. The 
nature of man is not changed. It is the same now that it was 
when such powerful effects were produced by the preaching just 
referred to. 

How comes it to pass then, that there is less sensibility to eter- 
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nal things than in former times, or why is it that the same truths 
which were once of such mighty efficacy as, when preached, to 
melt and subdue whole assemblies, are now so often ineffective and 
powerless in their exhibition? It may in part answer this ques- 
tion if I observe, 

2. That there is a large infusion of skepticism in the minds of 
men at the present day, which operates of course to diminish 
sensibility to divine things, and greatly to prevent the proper 
effect of preaching. The skepticism here referred to is not the 
open infidelity of a former age, but it consists rather in a half- 
believing, half-doubting, unsettled state of mind about religious 
truth. This type of skepticism, I am persuaded, is much more 
widely diffused, and is far more fatal in its influence on the inter- 
ests of religion than is generally supposed. It is circulated and 
cherished by much of the popular literature of the day. It is 
spread abroad through the medium of the newspaper and the 
pamphlet, and the popular lecture, and, in a thousand different 
ways, works itself into the minds of the young and the unreflect- 
ing, making them indifferent to God and his truth, and preventing 
all just impressions from the ministrations of God’s word. As 
symptomatic of the state of mind here indicated, it isan undoubted 
fact that truth, God’s truth, is held far less sacred than it formerly 
was, and correct views of it are regarded as far less important. 
It is thought by many as of little consequence what views of 
Christian doctrine they hold. The great principles of evangelical 
religion held by our fathers of such vital importance have come 
to be very lightly esteemed by many of their descendants. They 
are unadapted, it is thought, to this enlightened age, which has 
outgrown them, and not a few even among professing Christians 
seem ready to surrender them as of little use, and to embrace in- 
stead of them the speculations of a dreamy, transcendental philo- 
sophy. There is very little earnestness in contending for the faith 
once delivered to the saints. By many it is doubted whether 
there is any such faith, any system of truth contained in the Scrip- 
tures, or whether it would be of much practical use if there were, 
and it were possible to ascertain what itis. Religion, it is thought, 
is a sentiment to be developed from a principle or germ within, 
and not the result of truth rightly apprehended, and made effica- 
cious in renewing the heart by the Holy Spirit. 

Such, I believe, is the state of mind widely prevalent in the 
community at the present day, and you need not be told that it is 
a state of mind little adapted to be profited by the preaching of 
the word. 

8. Another leading cause of the diminished influence of the pul- 

it is the excessive worldliness which has long been growing up 
In our country, and is so prevalent at the present day. This too 

is a principal source of that insensibility to eternal things of which 
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I have before spoken. The minds of men are predccupied, filled 
with the things of earth and time, absorbed in the worship of 
Mammon, and of a multitude of idols of their own forming. The 
ulpit has to maintain its ground in opposition to ten thousand 

influences of a worldly nature which are continually rushing in to 

prevent the due effect of its ministrations. It has to deliver its 

messages, as it were, in the midst of a mob. Its voice is drowned 
by the noise and tumult of the world, and neither its words of in- 

struction, nor of invitation, nor of warning are so listened to as to 
arrest attention and draw forth corresponding thought and feeling. 

Men are not in a state of mind to pause and hear what God says; 

and if perchance they hear amid the din and rush of their own 
unquiet, feverish thoughts some portion of God’s message ad- 
dressed to them, how often does it come to pass that every word 
and syllable of it is forgotten ere they get home, or as soon as they 
enter again into the turmoil and whirl of secular pursuits! A 
hard and most difficult thing it must be for a preacher in these 
times so to declare the truth of God as to arrest the attention and 
fix the thoughts of men effectually on the things of their eternal 
peace. He stands inacontested position; he speaks to minds pre- 
occupied by other things; to ears all the while assailed by counter 
voices. I mention— 

4. One other cause of the diminished power of the pulpit: it is 
an aversion on the part of people to a direct and full exhibition of 
the distinguishing doctrines of the Christian system ; operating at 
once to seal their minds against them, and to tempt ministers to 
handle them lightly or drop them out of their preaching. That 
the fact is as here intimated can not well be doubted. It is even 
boasted by the enemies of evangelical religion, as one of the favor- 
able signs of the times, that the stern orthodoxy of a former day. 
has been obliged, under the pressure of public sentiment and the 
increase of light, to soften down or conceal some of its more severe 
and offensive points, and to be more pliant and accommodating in 
its inculcations from the pulpit. This, I fear, is true to an extent 
which a due regard for the teachings of God’s word and the inter- 
ests of religion would by no means justify. It is just what might 
be expected from the spirit of the times in which we live, that 
thorough, searching, humbling views of evangelical doctrine and 
duty should be unpopular. A luxurious, pleasure-loving, money- 
getting, skeptical age can have no liking for the plain, discriminat- 
ing truths of God’s word. Its demand is rather for smooth things, 
for the prophesyings of deceits and the holding forth of such views 
of God and his government, of the soul and its destiny, as are suit- 
ed to soothe and flatter men in their worldliness and sins. I do 
not know whether the present is exactly the time which the Apos- 
tle predicted should come, when men would not endure sound 
doctrine, but would heap to themselves teachers, having itching 
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ears, and turning from the truth, would be turned unto fables, 
But certain it is that there is much in the character of the present 
times which strongly resembles this. Teachers of all sorts are 
multiplied as they never were before, and they teach all sorts of 
things in the shape and name of religion, and great numbers are 
ready to run after them, carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
ever learning, but never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. In the mean time there is a growing demand to lower the 
standard of God’s truth, to bring down the high and holy princi- 
ples which constitute the vital power of the Gospel. This is true, 
not merely of the ungodly and wicked, but of many who profess 
to respect religion, of many who bear the Christian name. The 
taste of the times is not for a whole, undisguised, unperverted, 
outspoken Gospel; but for a partial, muffled up, softened and flat- 
tering Gospel. I very much soubt whether the famous sermon of 
President Edwards, on sinners in the hands of an angry God, 
ached with such overwhelming effect to the people in Enfield, 
would be tolerated in many of our congregations at the present 
day; and sure I am that the sermon of Richard Baxter, on repent- 
ance, preached before the House of Commons, 1660, would be 
thought by many quite out of date, and too old-fashioned and 
honest to be addressed to a modern legislature, or to the refined 
and learned audiences of our times. Now, just so far as the pecu- 
liar doctrines, the great, distinctive principles of the Gospel are 
disbelieved or disliked, and in consequence are concealed or kept 
back, or only partially exhibited, so far the pulpit is shorn of its 
power, and the om effects of preaching cease to be realized 
among the people. Here, I can not doubt, lies one principal cause 
of the diminished influence of the pulpit. The public taste is 
against a plain, direct presentation of the simple verities of the 
Gospel. Its demand is for new things, for tasteful things, for 
pretty and entertaining things, and in its eagerness for these, it 
tempts the pulpit to deal partially with God’s truth. This pre- 
sents a sore temptation especially to the junior ministry of our 
day. They are in great danger of being drawn by the spirit of 
the times from the simplicity that is in Christ, to an artificial, 
= style of preaching; to leave out of their ministrations 
the doctrine of Christ and him crucified, and to seek rather to 
please than to save men ; to be popular than to stand approved of 
God as faithful, uncompromising dispensers of his Gospel. But 
just so far as any yield to this influence, the temptation here sug- 
gested, the vital power of the ministry is lost, and the pulpit be- 
comes a mere vehicle of tasteful sentimentalism, or of ineffective, 
useless speculation. 
But it is time to inquire what are the remedies of the evil we 
have been considering ; how is the pulpit to regain its lost power, 
so far as it has lost it, and preaching to be made to produce deeper 
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and more abundant spiritual results? I have time only for a few 
remarks on this most deeply interesting inquiry. 

1. There is needed a deeper and more pervading baptism of the 
Spirit to be shed down upon the ministry and upon the churches; 
inspiring both with a more earnest and effective piety ; and lead- 
ing to a new and more entire consecration to Christ and his cause. 
This is needed first of all, and more than all. Elevate the stand- 
ard of scholarship ever so much in our colleges; enlarge the circle 
of studies, and prolong, as you please, the period of preparation 
for the ministry in our theological seminaries; it will all be in 
vain, unless the whole be pervaded and sanctified by a new and 
higher power of holiness) We have improved systems of educa- 
tion, vastly increased means of intellectual culture, and theologi- 
cal seminaries with learned and able professors, and yet the pul- 

it, it is claimed, has not the power it formerly had—and preach- 
ing is relatively less effective. Something more is needed, and 
that, as I have said, is a deeper and more general baptism of the 
Spirit. This is to be sought in prayer ; and this bestowed would 
breathe new life and power into the ministry and crown its labors 
with more abundant success. Our young men, destined to the 
ministry, would be more thoroughly converted at the outset and 
rise to a higher and more devoted piety in the commencement of 
their Christian life. There would be no need of urging them to 
choose the ministry as their calling for life; they would be drawn 


to it by an wn par of holy love within, which they would neither 


misunderstand nor resist. Their whole course of study would be 
a discipline of godliness; their attainments, whether classical, lit- 
erary or theological, would be bathed in the spirit of the cross, and 
they would thus be prepared to enter the pulpit as men of God, 
mighty in the Scriptures and in prayer, and they would be able 
to preach the word in demonstration of the Spiritand with power, 
Such a ministry God will yet raise up for his Church, and such a 
ministry is now needed to turn back the tide of evil that is sweep- 
ing on every side, and to bear on the cause of Christ to its destined 
triumph over the world. 

2. Another thing demanded to render the pulpit more effective 
is an increased earnestness, a larger share of what the French call 
unction, in its ministrations. By earnestness, I here mean not the 
mere warmth and energy of the secular orators, or of the advocate 
at the bar, or of the statesman speaking before the Senate of his 
country; but the tender fervor and serious engagedness and deter- 
mination of purpose which spring from a lively sense of divine 
things; from faith in God am a constraining love to Christ and: 
the souls of men. Earnestness in this sense is always connected 
with a spirit of deep, living piety ; it is not noisy, declamatory, or; 
affectedly eloquent; it is tender, solemn, impressive; it is fed by 
sensibilities alive unto God and divine things; itis an inward fire, 
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kindled by a coal from God’s altar, which glows with a steady 
flame and warms into activity and zeal for Christ and his cause all 
the powers and affections of the inner man. There is nothing like 
the earnestness here indicated to give life and efficiency to the pul- 
pit. It turns into feebleness all the attainments of mere learning 
and genius. It takes possession of the whole man, time, talents, 
all, and lays them down at the foot of the cross, to be used for the 
glory of Christ and the salvation of souls. It dwells with intense 
interest among the great truths of God’s word; and realizing their 
supreme importance, it takes them into the pulpit, and there with 
look and voice and manner all breathing with the love of Christ 
and concern for man, it presses them home on the soul, and it is 
with demonstration of the Spirit and of power. There is no stand- 
ing against deep, spiritual earnestness. The feeling on the part of 
hearers is that they must surrender, and whether they do or nof, 
the truth is commended to the conscience, and they can not well 
escape its power. 

8. Another thing necessary to remedy the evil of which I have 
been speaking, and to increase the power of the pulpit, is to bring 
into greater prominency and force the peculiar doctrines of the 
Gospel. There are many who seem to think that these doctrines 
have become old, are worn out, and can no longer be made to 
interest and move the minds of men. No mistake is greater. 
These doctrines old! so is the Bible old, and the plan of salva- 
tion, and God’s perfections. and ways of dealing with men. Are 
they therefore cbbolete and useless and to be laid aside as old 
wives’ fables? No; the great distinctive truths of the Gospel, 
the truths which relate to God and his government, to Christ and 
his salvation, to the soul and its destiny, to sin and redemption, to 
life and death, and heaven and hell—these truths are just as new, 
just as fresh, just as important to men now coming on the stage of 
ife, as they were to the men to whom they were first announced, 
and so they will be to each successive generation to the end of 
time. They are not abstractions, not speculations and fictions of 
men, but everlasting principles and facts, revealed by the God 
of infinite wisdom + grace, as perfectly suited to the nature 
and wants of man, and indispensable, under all circumstances, 
to his enlightenment and salvation. We need have no fear that 
men will ever become so wise that the truths of God’s revelation 
can not enlighten them, can not subdue and save them. They are 
God’s appointed means of impressing and moving the heart, of 
awakening ‘and saving the soul; the sword of the Spirit; the 
fire and the hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces, as well 
as the oil and the wine to heal the broken-hearted, and inspire 
joy and hope in the bosom of penitence, faith, and love. Bet 
ge ee to have power must base itself on these truths, and 

sustained and animated by them. They are and ever have 
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been the great elements of power in the pulpit, and the ministry 
of an angel would be weak that should dispense with them, or 
substitute any thing else in their place. God will not bless a min- 
istry that does this. He has appointed his own instrumentality 
for the conversion of men; it is summarily comprised in his re- 
vealed truth, and it is only as the pore faithfully and boldly 
wields that truth in dealing with the souls of men, that he may 
expect God to bless him with his presence and make the word dis- 
pensed by him his wisdom and power unto salvation. 

Let the minister, then, who would have his preaching perma- 
nently effective and useful, deal honestly with God’s truth ; let 
him hold it in firm and vigorous faith in his own mind, and make 


‘the manifestation of it the main design of every sermon he 


preaches. Let him preach not himself, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; 
not prettinesses of style and language, but substantial, weighty 
truth ; not the speculations of men, but the great, fundamental veri- 
ties of God’s word, filling his mind with the light and power of 
them, and going forth to his work in the seriousness and earnest- 
ness, in the strength and hope which they are sure to inspire in 
the soul when clearly apprehended and held in a strong and vigor- 
ous faith. Then will he stand before his people in the acknow- 


ledged character of a man of God; he will be strong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might ; and speaking in his name and by 
his authority, his preaching will have an earnestness and power 
which no mere talent or learning or genius can impart to it, 


4. As summing up the whole of what I have said under this 
head, and as bearing directly on the present occasion, I would add, 
that in order to render preaching more effective, we must have a 
ministry trained and qualified with special reference to the wants 
of the times. I have already admitted that theological seminaries 
are a demand of the times. They have done and are doing a great 
and good work in supplying many of the defects of our former 
method of preparing young men for the ministry. But the ques- 
tion may fairly be raised whether the process of instruction \pur- 
sued in them is not wanting in some one or more important ele- 
ments ; I refer especially to the practical element—that which is 
necessary to get at the hearts of men and press home the plain, 
weighty truths of the Gospel, so as to reach the masses, and inter- 
est and move thecommon mind. Does not the usual process tend 
rather to cultivate the intellect than the heart-—to make preaching 
literary and elegant rather than evangelical, searching, and impres- 
sive? This common-sense, practical, home element; this tact at 
reaching the hearts and consciences of men and moving them with 
the wand of God’s truth—is there not a demand for a larger in- 
fusion of this element into the present method of ministerial train- 
ing? Should there not be a greater concentration of the minds 
and hearts of young men, while connected with our theological 
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seminaries, on what is to be their life-long work, that of preaching 
Christ and him crucified, so as to meet the wants of men, to 
awaken, convert, and train them up forGod and heaven? Is not 
the present course of study too diversified, scattered, miscellane- 
ous, encyclopedical—filling the mind with notions which have no 
reference to the true work of the ministry, while but a scanty 
stock of clear, well-defined theological knowledge is treasured up, 
from which to enrich the instructions of the pulpit, and make 
them weighty and impressive as bearing the seal of God’s truth 
and addressed to the souls of men? Life is too short to at- 
tempt to learn every thing, and one who makes the attempt is sure 
to learn nothing thoroughly or to any good purpose, and in so far 
as the great work of the ministry is concerned, will be likely to 
prove himself a learned dunce. It seems to me that after our 
young men have passed through their preliminary studies in‘ col- 
lege and have entered upon their theological course, the grand 
aim should be, in the whole of their ministerial training, to con- 
centrate their faculties and their studies, their time and their all, 
upon what is to be their main work for life ; to make them tho- 
rough, effective preachers ; rich in the knowledge of God’s word, 
and able and skillful in explaining and applying it effectively to 
the business and the bosoms of men, so as to make them feel it, 
believe it, and turn to God. In the great world conflict which is 

ing on between truth and error, we do not want weak men, nor 
ignorant men, to.man and work our batteries ; but quite as little 
do we want and quite as inefficient and worthless would be lofty 
genius and much learning, if either aims at the clouds or fights as 
one that beateth the air. “The cause of religion gains little 
when the qualities of a literary lecturer take the place of those of 
a faithful Gospel preacher. It is not amid the cold hights of lofty 
speculation that the spirit of warm devotion is awakened, or the 
fire of conviction is kindled in the hearts of men.” Many of the 
most studied productions of the pulpit prove, in effect, worthless, 
not for lack of thought of some kind, but for lack of serious, 
earnest, religious thought, bearing on practical life, experience, 
and duty, on the every-day circumstances, walks, and wants of 
men. 

The ministry demanded by the spirit of the times is indeed a 
learned, able ministry; but not speculative, literary, ingenious, 
merely or principally ; a ministry of truth and piety, intelligent 
in the Scriptures, earnest, laborious, prayerful ; a ministry seeking 
not so much to be popular as to be useful, self-forgetful, independ- 
ent, decided in duty, meditating much and deeply on the great 
truths which are unto salvation, that so it may impart worth and 
power to its Sabbath ministrations; and, withal, able to tell what 
it knows, to speak off-hand and to the point, without the necessitv 
of running all its ideas out from the point of a pen—added to all, 
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loving to go forth from the retirement of the study to mingle with 
the people in acts of sympathy and pastoral duty, and thus to en- 
force in the intimacy of private and social intercourse the lessons 
of instrugtion and warning which it publishes from the sacred 
desk. A ministry of this character turns into feebleness all the 
efforts of mere talent and learning. And this is the ministry 
which we must strive to raise up for our churches if we would see 
them built up in strength and fruitfulness, and religion prospering 
among the people. 

A ministry trained in the spirit and after the manner here indi- 
cated, thoroughly imbued with the knowledge of divine things; 
with the fears, the hopes, the remembrances, the anticipations, the 
inward and outward experiences of a true Christian faith and 
piety, has of itself, as Coleridge well remarks, ‘a philosophy and 
sum of knowledge, and power of reaching the iene of men 
which a whole life spent in the grove of Academus, or the painted 
Porch, could not have attained or collected.” 

Such, it appears to me, in its essential characteristics, is the 
ministry which is demanded to meet the spirit and the wants of . 
the times in which we live, to overcome the causes which tend to 
defeat the true end of preaching and to spread the Gospel through 
the world. May such a ministry be raised up and sent forth from 
this sacred Seminary which is now to receive a new organization 
and a large increase of its means of theological: training. A rich 
blessing to the churches in times past, may it prove a richer one in 
time to come. May the blessing of the God of Zion descend in 
copious measure upon this Institution, upon its present Professors 
and students, and on all that shall come after them in successive 
generations. Long may its light shine, and may it be the light of 
a heaven-born piety, of a thorough Biblical erudition, of a large 
knowledge and a deep love of the great truths of God’s word, and 
of a divine efficiency in proclaiming them, so that in the hand of 
the Spirit, they shall be seen to be indeed the wisdom of God, 
and the power of God, unto the salvation of them that hear. 

Itan not close without addressing a word to those who are fa- 
vored with a preached Gospel. You have heard, my friends, what 
is the ministry demanded by the exigencies of the times in which 
we live. I,have insisted—and would that I had been able to do 
it with much greater force than I have—that the ministry we now 
need, baptized with a holier and more devoted spirit of piety, and 
strengthening itself in faith and hope, must take the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God, and go forth to fight the battles 
of the Lord. With this weapon, God’s truth, bright and power- 
ful, it must assail the insensibility of the day, and the skepticism 
of the day, and the worldliness of the day, and the dislike of sound 
doctrine and stern duty, and all that love of smooth things and 
prophesyings of deceits so characteristic of our times. Self-forgetful 
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and concerned only to be approved of God, it must stand up bold- 
ly in his cause, and faithfully declare his whole counsel, whether 
men will hear or forbear. This is what is demanded of the minis- 
try. But this is not all. The people stand charged ~* a very 
solemn and weighty responsibility in this matter. Preaching 
alone, my friends, can not save you; no, not, as I have before 
said, if it were from the lips of an angel. Next toa ministry, 
plain, direct and faithful, the members of our churches must awake 
and realize the position they occupy as agents to carry forward 
the cause of God in the world; and giving themselves faithfully 
to the duties of the Christian life, must codperate with the minis- 
try, staying up its hands, encouraging its fidelity, and praying for 
the Spirit of God to attend and crown its labors with success. 
They are not to be ciphers, or mere dead weights in the Church ; 
but living epistles of Christ, plainly pore tatin by the Spirit, visi- 
ble and read of all men as such. . And let all who sit under the 
ministry remember that, in sending them a preached Gospel, God 
sends them that which is sure to prove a savor of life unto life, or 
of death unto death to all who hear it; the means of an eternal 
weight of glory or of an aggravated condemnation. Remember 
that insensibility, apathy, indifference, is no fit state of mind in 
which to hear the messages of God’s word, calling you to awake 
out of sleep, and flee from the wrath to come. Remember that 
skepticism, doubt, indecision, unbelief, as to the great truths and 
duties of God’s revelation, will be found serious matters when you 
come to die and pass to the scenes of eternal judgment. Remem- 
ber, in fine, that when you ask of the ministry to lower its de- 
mands, to speak unto you only smooth things, or fine things, or 
tasteful and flattering things, you ask what it has no right to 
give; that it stands charged with a commission which it must ful- 
fill or incur the guilt of betraying God’s truth, and destroying 
souls for whom Christ died ; po that if you are unwilling now to 
hear the messages of heaven, even the most humbling, and the 
most searching, and the most alarming of them, the time will come 
when you will be obliged to hear them proclaimed from the throne 
of judgment, amid the scenes of a present eternity. Ever hold in 
the highest esteem, then, a faithful, evangelical ministry, and wel- 
come with candor and self-application every effort of sucn a minis- 
try to declare to you the whole counsel of God, and so win you 
to Christ and salvation. Thus the Gospel will accomplish in you 
the great end of its mission—your recovery from the power and 


the curse of sin, and your restoration to the image and favor of 
God. 
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For The Prayer-Meeting. 
Sir Walter Scott. 


" Aw anecdote was told of this 
celebrated man, full of great prac- 
tical instruction, to illustrate the 
intimate relations between faith 
and good works. The case will 
serve to show many Christians 
who pray, but do not at the same 
time labor for the conversion of 
souls, they only use one oar, and 
make no headway. Sir Walter 
was crossing one of the friths 
of Scotland. The ferryman had 
two oars: one was written “ faith,” 
and the other “ works.” He asked 
the ferryman what that was for? 
“TI will show you.” He rowed 
with “ works,” one oar, and the 
boat kept whirling round ; then he 
tried the other, and the boat 
whirled round and round; then he 
tried both, and the boat went 
ahead. This illustrates the con- 
nection between faith and works. 
Living faith produces works; but 
works do not precede or generate 
faith. 

A case in point: Mr. Nettleton 
was laboring in a revival in one of 
the towns in Connecticut. He 
staid in the family of the pastor, 
who is still the pastor of the same 
church. After close conversation 
with a young woman in the family, 
one morning, about her soul’s sal- 
vation, he went to his room and 
prayed earnestly for her conver- 
sion. An hour after, he came 
down from his chamber, and said : 
“ Matilda, have you given your 
heart to God ?”. “No, sir; I fear 


not.” He went away again to his 
room, and prayed yet more earn- 
estly. He came again and said: 
“ Matilda, have you given your 
heart to God?’ “No, sir,” she 
replied with deep feeling. He 
went away again the third time 
and prayed. A third time he put 
the same question : “‘ Matilda, have 
you given your heart to God?” 
“T hope so, and believe so, sir,” 
she replied. “How long ago?” 
“ About a half an hour ago,” was 
her answer. The means and the 
answer to prayer went close to- 
gether, or the two oars side by 
side. 





For The Prayer-Meeting. 
The Anxious Young Lady. 


Ar one of the meetings of the 
Fulton-street Church, a request 
was made by a gentleman present 
for prayer on behalf of a young 
lady who was a professor of reli- 
gion. Her case is not singular. 
There may be others, though they 
are unknown. This young lady is 
the child of pious parents, main- 
taining the outward profession of 
religion so well that all acquaint- 
ances suppose she is a Christian. 
She is a young lady of culture, po- 
sition, education, and refinement. 
She comes to the Lord’s table 
regularly, ‘and yet she says her 
whole life is a sham and mockery. 
She is esteemed a-Christian, and 

et she knows she is not. She is 
in this meeting from day to day, 
said the speaker. She writes bit- 
ter things against herself, and is in 
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a most undesirable state of mind. 
She acknowledges she is most anx- 
lous, and yet is unwilling to have 
it known that she has one anxious 
thought. She says she is ashamed 
of Christ. Yet she professes the 
strongest desire to believe on him 
with a saving faith. She is careful 
to conduct herself in such a wa 
that no one shall, by any possi- 
bility, be led to apprehend the 
cause of her distress, and is guilty 
of levity, which is given way to 
on purpose to deceive. 

hen asked why she does not 
go to Christ, she answers that she 
tries, but it does no good; she does 
not find him. She says she is often 
tempted to believe there is nothing 
in religion ; that it is only the same 
delusion with others that it is with 
herself. I feel deeply for this poor 
young lady, and desire that you 
will pray for her. She is here 
nearly every day, but is not here 
to-day. She knows that I shall 
make this request, and joins in it. 


I have strong hope that she may 
come to Christ yet, and be for- 
given. 


os 


For The Prayer-Meeting. 
A Father’s Request. 


A TOUCHING scene occurred, 
some days ago, in the Fulton- 
street prayer-meeting. A father 
was in the prayer-meeting, having 
with him a little son, twelve years 
old. He was a stranger, and said 
he had never been in the prayer- 
meeting but a few times. He 
came overwhelmed with desire for 
the salvation of his little son. His 
voice trembled with emotion as he 
spoke. “ Why,” said he, “ may 
not my son be converted to-day ? 
Here he sits beside me, and under- 
stands his need of religion as well 
as Ido. He has been instructed 
by myself and a pious, faithful 
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mother in the things of religion. 
Young as he is, attempts have been 
made by others to drag him from 
the sure foundations of truth into 
the vortex of doubt and skep- 
ticism; and these efforts, I am 
sorry to say, have too much suc- 
ceeded. But God can make him 
feel, by the power of his Spirit, the 
importance of the truths which we 
have endeavored to impress upon 
him. Oh! why should he not 
be converted to-day? And why 
should he not go home to gladden 
the heart of his mother by telling 
her that he is a believer in Jesus? 
Why not ?” 

The poor father seemed very 
earnest, and seemed almost to feel 
like good old Jacob: “I will not 
let thee go unless thou bless me, 
and grant my request.” 

Prayer was offered immediately 
by one who acknowledged the 
mercy of God in calling him into 
the kingdom of Christ when he 
was a little boy. And all those in 
the meeting seemed to sympathize 
in the agonizing anxiety of the fa 
ther that his son might be con- 
verted. 


The Fulton-Street Prayer-Meeting. 


Tue daily meetings for prayer 
at this sacred place, hallowed by 
so much prayer, and so many 
deeply touching associations, is 
still filled daily with as large a 
gathering as the room can hold. 
The meetings are solemn, deeply 
interesting, and give the impress 
on the mind of all who attend that 
God is there, that the Holy Spirit 
is present to hear and give answers 
to prayer, when uttered in strong 
and humble faith, and deep sincer- 
ity. We remember a church in 
another State, not far off, in the 
midst of a powerful revival, where 
the Holy Spirit so manifested his 
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presence and his power, that al- 
most as certainly as an impenitent 
person ventured into one of the 
meetings, no matter how hardened 
apparently, he was sure to be 
deeply impressed, and go away 
under deep conviction of his sins. 

Much like this seems to be true 
of the Fulton-street prayer-meet- 
ings, at which requests for prayer 
are made, and answers expected. 
Prayers are put up with deep earn- 
estness, and the answers come in 
due time, as if God delighted to 
honor the faith of those who seek 
spiritual blessings at his hand. So 
it ought to be in all prayer meet- 
ings in all the churehes of our 
land. 


fi Washington on his Knees. 


Ir the officers of the Army and 
Navy, if in these days of national 
peril, conflict, and battle, all our 
public men would follow the exam- 
ple of Washington, what a hal- 
lowed influence would pervade 
and control the solemn responsibil- 
ities which now devolve on the 
men who stand on the walls and 
watch-towers of the land ! 

We quote from the pen of Rev. 
Albert Barnes : 

“Tn the most dark and distress- 
ing season of the American Revolu- 
tion, the commander-in-chief of our 
armies was observed to retire each 
day to a grove in the vicinity of 
the camp. It was at the Valley 
Forge. <A series of disasters had 
disheartened the army, and the 
sky was overcast with a deep cloud, 
and distress and anxiety pervaded 
the nation. The army was in 
want of the comforts, and almost 
of the indispensable necessaries of 
life, and disaffection was aor 
in the camp. Curiosity prompte 
an individual to follow the com- 
mander-in-chief, and to observe 
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him. The father of his country 
was seen on his knees, supplicating 
the God of hosts in secret prayer. 
With an anxious and a burdened 
mind, a mind conscious of its need 
of heavenly support and devotion, 
he went and rolled these mighty 
burdens upon the arm of Jehovah. 
Who can tell how much the liberty 
of this nation is owing to the an- 
swer to the secret prayers of Wasb- 
ington at the Valley Forge? Or 
rather, who can doubt that that 
spot where he plead with God was 
a place as closely connected with 
American freedom as the Hall of 
Independence? So where diffi- 
culties cluster around us, and we 
are perplexed and embarrassed, 
shall we be ashamed to go and 
pour out our hearts before God ? 
An ancient monarch, a distin- 
guished warrior, and a most beau- 
tiful poet, as well as an eminently 
holy man, once used this language : 
‘I sought the Lord, and he heard 
me, and delivered me from all my 
fears. The angel of the Lord en- 
campeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them. 
The righteous cry, and the Lord 
heareth, and delivereth them out 
of all their troubles,’ ” 


The Beauty of the Heavens. 


How delightful is it to con- 
template the heavens! They are 
“stretched out as a curtain to 
dwell in.” Not only as far as 
the human.eye can see, but 
beyond the remotest boundary 
which the highest telescopic 
power can reach, does the ethe- 
real firmament extend. We 
can find no limit, no boundary. 
Millions of miles may be tra- 
versed from any given point of 
space, and still the heavens ap- 
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pear illimitable. Infinity is 
stamped upon them. And with 
what gorgeous splendor and 
magnificence is that curtain 
adorned! In every direction it 
is studded with worlds, suns, 
and systems, all harmoniously 
moving in perfect and undeviat- 
ing obedience to the Almighty 
will. The soul in such a con- 
templation is absorbed. Earth 
ceases to hold us with its silver 
chain. The mind, set free from 
groveling pursuits, mounts up, 
as on the wings of an eagle, and 
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1 Hope to be a Christian. 


You do! Why, then, do you 
not seek to be a Christian? 
** Ask and ye shall receive; seek 
and ye shall find; knock and it 
shall be opened to you.” “Ye 
shall seek me and find me, when 
ye search for me with all your 

eart.” Are you seeking for 
God with all your heart? No 
man ever yet escaped from the 
thraldom of sin and Satan who 
did not earnestly struggle to be 
free ; no man ever entered the 
strait gate who did not ago- 


soars away through immensity of nize to accomplish that glorious 


space, surveying and admiring 
the innumerable revolving orbs, 


end. Carelessness and inatten- 
tion afford no foundation for a 


which, like so many “crowns of hope that you are to become a 


glory” and “ diadems of beau- 


ty,” bespangle that firmament 
“whose antiquity is of ancient 
days,” and which so powerfully 
attest that “the hand that made 
them is divine!” 

The immense distance of the 
fixed stars claims our attention, 
and awakens the most enraptur- 
ing feelings in the mind. Reason 
is compelled to give the reins to 
imagination, which tells us there 
are stars so distant that their light 
has been shining since the crea- 
tion, and yet amazingly rapid as 
light travels, no ray from them 
has yet reached us | 

“The heavens truly declare 
the glory of God,” and in be- 
holding such a display of glory 
and beauty, we are deeply im- 


child of God. 

You hope to be a Christian ! 
Why, then, do you not give up 
your sins, renounce the world 
as your portion, and cheerfully 
surrender yourself to Him who 
is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life? He is ready and willing 
to receive you. He gave his life 
a ransom for sinners ; he freely 
gives his Spirit to all who earn- 
estly ask hin ; he has filled his 
revealed word with invitations 
and encouragements to those 
who desire his grace; he has 
long been knocking at the door 
of your heart for admission. 
How then can you hope to be 
a Christian ? 

You hope 
When ? N 


to be a Christian ! 
ot now. You are 


pressed with its manifestation of too busy, or have something in 
the power of the Creator, who view which must first be accom- 
sustains, upholds, and preserves plished, or are so indisposed to 
such myriads of ponderous re- give yourself to the work, that 
volving bodies, each in its orbit, this*is not felt to be the ‘‘con- 
moving in unerring obedience venient season.” Affér a while, 
to his will. when you have accumulated a 
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fortune, or passed the period 
when you can partake in the 
world’s pleasures, or when there 
is a revival of religion, or at 
furthest on a dying-bed, you 
hope to be a Christian. But 
God’s commands and promises 
are for the present. He gives 
no encouragement to wait fora 
future season. You have no as- 
surance that there shall be any 
season beyond the present. Be- 
fore the anticipated time comes, 
you may be in eternity. 

You hope to be a Christian ? 
So multitudes of others like 
yourself, who were living in sin, 
have hoped; but where are they 
now? Long ago have they been 
cut down as cumberers of the 
ground. Their day of grace and 
day of life have closed. They 
lived without Christ, and they 
died without him; they trifled 
away their precious time on 


earth, in the delusive hope that 
some day or other they would 


be Christians. That day never 
came to them, and never will 
come. “ Their harvest is past, 
the summer is ended,” and their 
souls are not saved. * 


Help your Minister. 


PREACHING the Gospel and 
watching to win souls is the most 
solemn employment of man. on 
earth. “ Who is sufficient for 
these things?” exclaimed the very 
chiefest of the apostles? The 
power -and success of a minister 
and pastor in his solemn work lie 
in a praying Church who wrestle 
with God.for the blessing. * 

Then help him by your pray- 
ers for him. Like any brother 
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of your fallen race, he needs 
Christian intercession on his be- 
half that he may be enlightened 
by the illumination of divine 
truth, sanctified by the grace of 
the Gospel and strengthened by 
might in the inner man. 

He has his trials as a private 
Christian, just as you have yours. 
He must groan with his body of 
death; he must encounter the 
ever-besetting sin of worldliness ; 
he must struggle with the re- 
maining evil sean of a cor- 
rupt nature. He must bide the 
buffets of the great adversary and 
all his dark servitors, and fight 
all the battles of a Christian’s 
conflict with his legion foes. 
Steep and narrow for him as for 
you is the way that leads to 
holiness and God. Strong are 
earth’s cords that hold him back 
from climbing as*those that chain 
your mounting feet. 

He has his own peculiar trials 
and perplexities as a minister of 
the Gospel, and these constitute 
a powerful appeal to you for 

our kindly intercessions on his 
behalf Many an anxious hour 
does he consume in selecting 
themes for your spiritual profit 
and edification. What message 
of inspiration’s many lessons, he 
asks, do the circumstances of my 
people next call for? What does 
this brother need—what that? 
What truth will be most timely 
for that straying member of the 
flock— what will summon the 
whole Church most effectually to 
the help of the Lord? -What 
argument shall be addressed to 
the impenitent? What entreaty 
will win them by the Spirit’s 
seconding ? 
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When his pen is laid aside and 
the last page is writ, comes an- 
other question that weighs like a 
mountain upon his heart. Will 
the Holy Ghost bless it, will it 
reach any breast, will it move 
any soul, or will it be chargeable 
with the deadly sin of having 
used a divine thought without 
blessing a hearer with it ? 

And apart from these anxie- 
ties, which vary somewhat with 
the mood of the mind, there is 
this continual and never-lifted 
burden—the care of souls. What 
will become of this people to 
whom I minister? Will they 
be saved? Will they go to 
heaven? Will they sing and re- 
joice at the last? WillGod give 
me those impenitent souls? Can 
I reach them with God’s truth 
and Spirit before death reaches 
them? Can I reach them while 
God sees there is hope for them? 
How long shall I wait sorrowful- 
ly for any seals to my ministry? 
Will God ever own me as his 
i | messenger of salvation to lost 
; | men ? 

There is nota poor soul in the 
midst of you or near you that 
more needs your prayers than 
pose minister. In many of his 
abors the only way in which 

ou can help him is to pray for 
con You can not help him di- 
rectly in selecting his topics for 
the pulpit. You can not stand 
by him in the hours of laborious 
but unsuccessful thought, and 
tell him what to say and how to 
say it. You can not insure by 
guiding his pen, that the sermon 
shall be one the Spirit will own 
and bless— but even in these 





































































































































































































THE PRAYER-MEETING. 






cares you can reach him with the 
arm and help of prayer. You 
can ask God to direct him in the 
choice of truth, to help him in 
its exhibition, to make it in man- 
ner and form what he will bless. 
You can ask God to sustain him 
in all his toil and solicitude, that 
he may roll the burden of souls 
for whom he watches upon the 
Saviour, and in all his way take 
hold of a hand divine, a strength 
from above. 


“it is All My Own.” 


A MAN of wealth, living a 
stranger to religion and its ordi- 
nances, was walking and holding 
this soliloquy: “ What a happy 
man I am! I have an ample 
fortune, an affectionate wife, and 
every thing to make me com- 
fortable; and what is more, I am 
indebted to no one for it; I have 
made it myself; I am independ- 
ent of every one; it is all my 
own. Many persons are under 
obligations here and there, but I 
am not. It isallmyown.” At 
that instant, a sudden shower 
drove him to the nearest church. 
He went in, and just at that mo- 
ment, the minister rose and read 
his text: “ Ye are not your own, 
ye are bought with a price.” 
“What,” said he to himself, 
* this is a strange doctrine. But 
it does not apply to me; I am 
my own, and all I have is my 
own.” The course of the ser- 
mon exposed his obligations to 
God, and issued in totally revo- 
lutionizing his views and feel- 
ings. 





